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PIONEERS ALLIANCE
March 2010

Working to conserve the working farms and ranches, wildlife and wild places of the 
Pioneer Mountains and Craters of the Moon region of south-central Idaho.

HUNTING IN THE PIONEERS

In response to some problems  locals 
in the Carey area are experiencing, the 
Pioneers Alliance has been working to 
make some changes to the general 
deer hunt in Unit 49.

A letter signed by some 30 residents, 
representing close to 60,000 acres, 
was sent to the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game in the beginning of 
February. This  letter proposes that the 
Regular Deer Tag General Any-
Weapon Season in Unit 49 be 
changed to an Unlimited Controlled 
Hunt. An unlimited controlled hunt is 
one in which no quota is  set and all 
who apply receive a tag. Otherwise, it 
is treated the same as any other 
controlled hunt. The controlled 
unlimited draw hunt would allow IDFG 

to sell the same number of tags  and 
allow predictability of harvest, which is 
necessary for their department. local 
landowners  and hunters  felt that Unit 
49 would benefit from this change by 
limiting the number of “last minute” 
hunters  and increase the opportunity 
for educating hunters in unit 49.

IDFG has  responded to our proposal 
by putting the request on the agenda 
for the March 18 meeting of its 
commissioners. Representatives of 
the Pioneers Alliance will be going to 
Boise for the public input evening on 
March 17. Please contact Megan 
Stevenson of the Idaho Conservation 
League at 208.726.7485 if you would 
like to be involved.

Upcoming Dates:
Wednesday, March 10
Pioneers Alliance Meeting
Carey City Hall, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Topic: Sage Grouse

Tuesday, March 16
Levy Advisory Board Presentation to                
Carey City Council
Carey City Hall, 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 17
IDFG Commission Meeting in Boise
Fish and Game Headquarters, 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 6
LAB Workshop & Pioneers Alliance Meeting
Carey City Hall, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
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The Pioneers Alliance had a 
productive year in 2009. Going into the 
year, our community’s biggest concern 
remained the fate of the proposed 
Mountain States Transmission Intertie 
(MSTI) and its proposed alternative 
route through Craters of the Moon and 
Carey. While the Draft Environmental 
Impact Analysis on the project will not 
be released until later this spring, all 
indications are that, due to strong 
community opposition, the Craters-
Carey route is  not going to be 
seriously considered as  a potential 
route for this  major regional 
transmission line. We will keep you 
posted on this important issue.

In 2009, the Pioneers  Alliance 
completed Year One of a pronghorn 
antelope migration study that revealed 
that the pronghorn using the Carey 
foothills  and river valleys during the 
summer migrate over 80 miles  east 
and north to the Birch Creek-Little 
Lost-INL area for the winter. This 
incredible migration is one of the 
country’s  longest and means that our 
pronghorn join the largest group of 
wintering pronghorn in the state. The 
project is currently in year 2 and we 
plan to begin working with landowners 
and agency officials  to protect the 
pronghorn corridor which at times  is 
extremely narrow. The Alliance also 
hopes  to expand this work to include 
studies of elk, mule deer, and sage 
grouse migrations in 2010.

Beginning in the spring, the Pioneers 
Alliance held a series of regular 
meetings to involve Carey residents 
and landowners in the work of the 

Alliance. Our spring meetings led to 
the development of a list of priority 
issues:

• Protection of working farms and 
ranches

• Protection of wildlife migration 
corridors

• Improved management of motorized 
recreation and hunting

• Future of state lands
• Increased rancher involvement in 

public lands management decisions

In the fall, the Pioneers  Alliance held a 
series of meetings  to help educate 
ourselves  about these issues and 
provide an opportunity for local 
re s i d e n t s , l a n d o w n e r s , a n d 
conservationists  to work together to 
develop ideas  to address some of 
these concerns. In September, Jeff 
Burwell, the head of the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service in 
Idaho, and Tom McFarland, a Lemhi 
area rancher and Chair of the Board of 
the Lemhi Regional Land Trust, spoke 
about the various  programs that NRCS 
offers to landowners and about the 
role that conservation easements can 
play in maintaining working farms and 
ranches. In October, the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game spoke 
about hunting regulations and Access 
Yes  and we learned about the results 
of the pronghorn migration study. In 
December, the group was  briefed by 
Idaho Department of Lands staff about 
the management of state lands. The 
Alliance also participated in the Carey 
Capital for a Day event held at Carey 
School. In January, the Pioneers 
Alliance held a meeting to develop a 

communi ty proposa l to the 
Department of Fish and Game to 
change the current general deer 
season in Unit 49 to an unlimited 
controlled hunt (see accompanying 
article). Most recently, Sara Mecham 
and Mike Stevens presented the work 
of the Pioneers  Alliance to the Blaine 
County Land, Water and Wildlife Levy 
Advisory Board as  it prepares  to begin 
accepting applications  for funding of 
land conservation projects.

2009 ALLIANCE ACTIVITIES

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED?
We welcome one on one meetings. 
Get in touch with Mike Stevens at 788.1710 (Mike@pmgadvisors.com) or
Sara Mecham at 309.0158 (lovelanduseplanning@frontier.com) 
You can also stay current with the Pioneers Alliance at www.pioneersalliance.wordpress.com. 

We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting: 

March 10, 7:00 p.m. at the Carey City Hall

Looking Ahead to 2010
In 2010, the Pioneers Alliance is 
going to be focusing on some key 
initiatives:

• Continuing our work to engage a                     
broad grassroots base of support 
for conservation of working farms 
and ranches and wildlife in the 
region

• Advocating for improvements in 
hunting and recreation 
regulations in the area

• Assisting landowners in securing 
funds for habitat and operational 
improvement projects and for 
conservation easements

• Continuing and expanding                
scientific studies of wildlife

The Alliance is especially focused on 
helping landowners gain access for 
conservation and restoration 
projects and in engaging more local 
residents and landowners in our 
efforts.
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